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Bluetooth Class-1 Modules 
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One of the most
popular wireless
personal area net-

works (WPAN) technolo-
gies is the well-known
Bluetooth Standard [1].
While use of Bluetooth is
widespread for different
applications, there is a

growing need for longer communication links,
which require higher output power. Class-3
and class-2 Bluetooth chips are popular in the
market with about 0 dBm and 4 dBm maxi-
mum transmit (TX) power respectively, which
is enough for a link in the range of 10 meters
or more. The standard also allows class-1
operation with 20 dBm power at the antenna
connector. Link range in this case can be
extended up to several tens or even hundreds
of meters. Certainly, an external PA is needed
for that. As we move to more mobile and hand-
held applications, with more functions using
the same device battery, power saving tech-
nologies become very important. Bluetooth
3.0, with higher data rates, has even more
stringent requirements.

This article presents different architec-
tures of Bluetooth class-1 modules, emphasiz-
ing low current consumption. There is simula-
tion included as well for the main modes for
Bluetooth links, with different power control
technologies applied.

Class-1 Bluetooth Module Architectures
Many Bluetooth solutions provide the

same RF pins for transmit (TX) and receive
(RX) operation, with the TX-RX switch func-
tion implemented inside the chip. This helps
reduce size and cost of the whole system.

Usually those TX-RX pins are differential to
simplify on-chip common-mode noise rejec-
tion. For this type of Bluetooth chip two dif-
ferent class-1 Bluetooth module architectures
are presented in Figure 1, on the next page.

A low-temperature co-fired ceramic
(LTCC) band-pass filter (BPF) is typically
used as a common device for transmit and
receive chains, simultaneously reducing
unwanted out of band radiation in TX mode
and protecting the highly sensitive receiver
low noise amplifier (LNA) from high power
neighboring transmitting devices (e.g.,
mobile). Two SPDT RF switches are used to
enable transmit/receive modes. Architectures
in Figure 1a and 1b allow external LNA inser-
tion into the receiver chain to enhance sensi-
tivity. In Figure 1a, a low-cost lumped-element
or LTCC balun can be implemented at a
Bluetooth common TX-RX RF port to convert
differential signals into single-ended ones, as
typically required for RF switches and anten-
na operation.

One needs to note that architecture of the
module in Figure 1a requires taking care of
the passband shape at frequencies below oper-
ating ones, as the Bluetooth chip RF output
signal is usually only low-pass filtered and
may have different “spurs” at fairly low fre-
quencies. Certainly, the balun can provide
some level of filtering below and above the
operating frequency band.

Another solution for a class-1 Bluetooth
module is presented in Figure 1b. An LTCC
differential band-pass filter (DBPF) is used
here at Bluetooth chip RF port, which saves
power consumption in TX mode. Usually
DBPF can provide better filtering perfor-
mance compared to single-ended solutions,
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while both filters’ typical loss is in the range of 1.5-2.5 dB.
Receive mode characteristics are similar to the previous
case in Figure 1a. To reach an acceptable level of har-
monics in TX mode at antenna connector, a low-pass rejec-
tion filter can be used at PA output using discrete surface
mount (SMT) components, with an insertion loss typical-
ly below 0.5 dB.

Several component vendors provide different
Bluetooth PAs. There are two distinctive modes of opera-
tion for the Bluetooth PA, either non-linear or linear
depending on the data rate required. With a data rate
below about 700 kbps, a GFSK (Gaussian frequency shift
keying) modulated signal is used with constant RF enve-
lope, allowing non-linear PA operation. PSK (phase shift
keying) modulated signals with variable RF envelope—
requiring a linear PA—is used for data rates up to 3 Mbps.

The two different modes of PA operation are present-
ed in Figures 2 and 3. Typical gain versus output power
for non-linear and linear modes of operation is presented
in Figure 2, while operating current for both modes is
shown in Figure 3. Control of non-linear and linear modes
is usually provided by proper voltage applied to the regu-
lator pin of the PA, setting the quiescent current. Below a
certain level of quiescent current PA operates in non-lin-
ear mode resulting in increased efficiency at all power
levels (see collector current in Fig. 3). Taking into account
SPDT switch and BPF loss, one can see operating current
of 90 mA to 110 mA can be achieved for 20 dBm power at
antenna connector, depending on non-linear or linear
mode of operation for the circuit of Figure 1b. The same
power level requires 130 to 150 mA of operating current
for the architecture shown in Figure 1a. Power savings
are obvious for the architecture in Figure 1b. This archi-
tecture is beneficial and the RFIC described in [2] with
high power handling capability in the receive chain is
well suited for class-1 Bluetooth applications.

Power Savings in a Bluetooth Link
The operating current discussed above presents num-

bers for a continuous wave (CW) RF signal. In real opera-
tion there is a modulation applied to RF signal, along with
the burst nature of a data transfer through an air inter-
face. Consider the following Bluetooth link operation
basics for understanding the current delivered by the bat-
tery, which is directly related to the life time of a Bluetooth
enabled system between re-charges, which is crucial for
handheld devices. Bluetooth operates in a time domain
duplex mode (TDD) when two nodes are communicating
with each other. One of nodes is called “master” and anoth-
er is “slave.” Time frame is divided by nominal 625
microsecond slots (which is equivalent to 1600 hops per
second), and there is a sequence of transmit-receive oper-

Figure 2  ·  Typical gain characteristics of a Bluetooth PA
in non-linear and linear modes of operation (all volt-
ages are fixed and PA is driven at input by different RF
signal level).

Figure 3  ·  Typical bias supply current of a Bluetooth PA
in non-linear and linear modes of operation (all volt-
ages are fixed and PA is driven at input by different RF
signal level).

Figure 1  ·  Two different architectures of a class-1
Bluetooth module.
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ations for each node. “Master” is
allowed to transmit in even slots and
receive in odd slots, while the “slave”
transmit-receive sequence is opposite.
Each transmit slot (and immediately
next after this receive slot) corre-
sponds to the particular frequency,
and hopping of frequency occurs at a
next transmit (receive) slot. A total of
79 hopping frequencies with 1 MHz
interval are pertinent to the
Bluetooth system. A hopping
sequence is coded in a pseudo-random
manner. Synchronization information
along with slot mapping and hopping
sequence is contained at the begin-
ning of each transmit signal sent to
the counterpart node, while the rest of
an appropriate burst is filled by the
desired information (payload).

Basically, a transmitting (and
receiving) burst (packet) can fill up to
one, three or five dedicated slots
dependent on the payload required.
There are two main modes of opera-
tion (see Fig. 4) when link is already
established: synchronous connection

oriented (SCO) for voice, and asyn-
chronous connection link (ACL) for
data transfer (although mixed voice/
data mode is also possible). Figure 4
depicts transmit-receive sequence
slots along with packet types.

The numbers in Figure 4 are in
microseconds, and for each packet
they present maximum allowed burst
time. DM1, DM3 and DM5 ACL pack-
ets represent medium data rate pack-
ets (with forward error correction)
while DH1, DH3 and DH5 packets
resemble previous ones without for-
ward error correction. DM1 (DH1)
packet has maximum 366 µsec dura-
tion while DM3 (DH3) is 1622 µsec
and DM5 (DH5) packet maximum
duration is 2870 µsec. Although
multi-slot packets DM3 (DH3) and
DM5 (DH5) are shown for simplicity,
in continuously repeated mode they
are usually operating in mixed mode
when each next transmit burst can
differ from preceding one.

Synchronous types of packets
HV1, HV2 and HV3 have smaller

burst length of up to 308 µsec and
usually are conveying an average of
64 kbps information. One can see in
Figure 4 that transmitting a packet
once in every two transmit slots (HV1
– TSCO = 2), once in every four trans-
mit slots (HV2 – TSCO = 4) or once in
every six transmit slots (HV3 –
TSCO = 6) saves on average power
consumption during transmit time.
(TSCO depicts number of consecutive
transmit slots allowed for burst
transmission and it can be higher
than 6.) At the same time the differ-
ent number of TSCO depends on sev-
eral “slave” devices, which can com-
municate simultaneously with one
“master,” and there are dedicated
slots for synchronous connection with
each node. However this topic is out-
side of our discussion.

Figure 4 presents data for
Bluetooth v.1.1 and v.1.2 with GFSK
modulation of a signal with maxi-
mum dada rate of 723 kbps. For
Bluetooth v.2.0 with EDR (enhanced
data rate) there is a similar timing
diagram with just different modula-
tion applied to RF signal—π/4
DQPSK and 8PSK, as required for
conveying the information with dou-
ble and triple the volume respective-
ly [1]. One has to notice that synchro-
nization information at the beginning
of each packet is always GFSK type
so it contains a modulation type that
is compatible with all types of data.

Taking into account a typical
Bluetooth chip’s current consumption
characteristics (baseband and RF is
included and pertinent to the 0.13 µm
through 0.18 µm silicon semiconduc-
tor technologies), and according to the
timing diagram in Figure 4, an aver-
age current consumption of class-1
Bluetooth module with nonlinear and
linear mode of PA operation discussed
in a previous paragraph is presented
in Figure 5 for different data packet
types operating continuously at a fair-
ly long period of time in the circuit
architecture of Figure 1b. Different
color columns depict multiple types of
PA operation: output power at anten-

Figure 4  ·  Timing diagram for main modes of Bluetooth operation (timing
noted in microseconds).
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na connector is fixed at 20 dBm power
level (and current consumption cer-
tainly is higher for linear mode), with
power control of 4 dBm through
20 dBm which is mandatory, required
by 802.15.1 Standard. and optionally
extended by 20 dB with power control
range from –16 to 20 dBm (although
it is not the full allowed range of con-
trol, which may go down below
–30 dBm at the expense of increased
circuit complexity). For the power con-
trol case it is assumed that 2 dB gain
control steps are fitted and (for long
term operation under different condi-
tions, and moving back and force
“slave” relative to “master”) each gain
step is equally distributed in time—in
other words, with a flat probability
distribution function for output power
over time. The PA is supposed to oper-
ate only during the transmit burst
(which is usually implemented by a
special shut-down pin in PA or setting
control voltage below of certain level),
while non-linear and linear modes of
operation are characterized by 8 and
33 mA quiescent current provided by
different control voltages applied to
regulator pin.

An average current consumption
separately for a Bluetooth chip and
PA itself are presented in Figure 6 for
synchronous voice communications
modes. Remember that 2EV and 3EV
modes are characterized only for lin-
ear operation.

One can see in Figure 4 that the
highest total average current con-
sumption is carrying out through the
module during data transfer at DM5
(DH5) packet operation and then
decaying through DM3 (DH3) to DM1
(DH1). This is easily understood as a
Bluetooth chip during the transmit
and receive mode has almost the
same current consumption with fair-
ly low level and mostly PA con-
tributes to consumption (70% to 50%
of total) dependent on burst duty
cycle when PA is ON (see Fig. 4).

Figures 5 and 6 obviously show
how efficient PA control can be done
for different modes. If for Bluetooth

chip itself at 4 dBm maximum output
power (class-2) there is just 10% dif-
ference in current consumption
between DM1 (DH1) and DM5 (DH5)
modes, without power control imple-
mented at a fixed 20 dBm output
power (although power control is
mandatory in this case) there is
almost twice difference in an average
current for class-1 module due to PA
current contribution.

For the same packet type the most
efficient is a control scenario with
wider control range both for nonlin-
ear and linear operation. Current
consumption savings can reach 40%
to 50% of a total current for two
dynamic ranges considered. By
extending this range to lower power
levels these savings will be even more
efficient. Here one needs to note that
although the PA considered above is

Figure 5  ·  Average current of a Bluetooth chip and PA in Fig.1b for sever-
al power control scenarios in different modes of data communications
(control is provided by adjustment of RF power at a Bluetooth chip output).

Figure 6  ·  Average current of a Bluetooth chip and PA in Fig. 1b for sever-
al power control scenarios in synchronous voice modes of operation (con-
trol is provided by an adjustment of RF power at a Bluetooth chip output).



26 High Frequency Electronics

High Frequency Design

BLUETOOTH CLASS 1

operating in a linear mode, its quies-
cent current is substantially lower
than at maximum power levels (PA
operates in a mode close to class AB).
However many linear PA in the mar-
ket resemble class-A operation with
quiescent current similar to large
power current. In this case power
savings are not so readily achieved.

Average absolute current savings
of 20 to 40 mA may be critical for
handheld battery powered devices
while operating in DM (DH) data
transfer modes (see Fig. 5).

For the voice communications
modes of operation considered sepa-
rately, in Figure 6 it is clearly seen
that in a very crowded environment
when many Bluetooth nodes (and
other devices in ISM band) are oper-
ating simultaneously in limited area,
the largest current consumption is
for the HV1 scenario with forward
error correction mechanism applied.
In this case PA average current con-
sumption is at the same level as for a
Bluetooth chip and power control
implemented within –16 dBm to
20 dBm range can reduce PA average
current up to two times for linear PA.
Usually there is no need for a linear
PA in this case (GFSK modulation is
enough to convey low data rate infor-
mation), and implementing non-lin-
ear mode can reduce an average cur-
rent up to three times. With increas-
ing of TSCO number (lower duty
cycle of a transmit burst) the PA con-
tribution to an average current con-
sumption becomes less, and the rela-
tive contribution of PA to the total
consumption can become less than
10% with proper power control range
utilized. This trend is especially obvi-
ous when a high data rate modula-
tion is applied (EV modes) requiring
higher duty cycles to transfer the
same amount of a voice containment
through air and with a linear PA
needed for that. This will result in
longer talk time for handheld devices
such as a headset. In this case the
main concern becomes current con-
sumption of a Bluetooth chip itself (it

is about 5 mA at 3EV mode at TSCO
= 36 in our case).

Another important mode of opera-
tion for power saving discussion is
PAGE mode during which a short ID
(identification) signal is transmitted
by “master” or “slave” trying to get in
contact (or link) with its counterpart.
Due to short length of this packet
(fixed at 68 µsec) there is twice
increased repetition rate during
transmit slot (312.5 µsec) to get the
link. Remember, communication
range depends on an average trans-
mitted power and not on a pulsed
one; that is why multiple re-trans-
missions are possible until the link is
established. In this case, it seems the
scenario of maximum transmit power
is the right choice to establish a link,
although more sophisticated solu-
tions are possible as well. This can
consume quite large current due to
PA implementation if the link is not
established fast enough in crowded
environment (more than 10 mA aver-
age only for PA).

An important parameter for the
whole module is a standby mode
(sleep, sniff etc.) when the current
should have small value. Usually  the
Bluetooth chip itself has current con-
sumption few tens of microamperes.
The PA typically can have very low
current consumption through collec-
tor chains when the control voltage
applied to the base of a transistor is
below an appropriate level. However,
control is usually applied through a
current mirror circuit, also sinking
some amount of current, which may
have fairly large level. Shut-down
pins implemented in some PA also
consuming current even in OFF mode
if control is not chosen properly.

Conclusion
Bluetooth class-1 modules consid-

ered in this paper show fairly good
current consumption characteristics
due to appropriate matching applied
at PA output. A Bluetooth chip along
with PA can consume an average cur-
rent just a bit higher than 5 mA dur-

ing voice communications. The archi-
tecture with a BPF inserted at the
input of PA can save a large amount
of current from the bias supply. The
different modes of operation consid-
ered here suggest the use of wider
range power control at a Bluetooth
chip, especially for data transfer
modes, by which consumption can be
saved up to two times. More sophisti-
cated control can be used, where dur-
ing power control, PA quiescent cur-
rent is adjusted along with the
Bluetooth chip RF signal level
depending on non-linear or linear
mode of PA operation (and an appro-
priate modulation applied to RF sig-
nal). For voice mode applications, a
proper power control can save as
minimum as 10% of the total battery
charge for the handheld devices.

References
1. IEEE Std 802.15.1-2002, IEEE

Standard for Information Technology
– Telecommunications and informa-
tion exchange between systems –
Local and metropolitan area net-
works – Specific Requirements – Part
15.1: Wireless Medium Access
Control (MAC) and Physical Layer
(PHY) Specifications for Wireless
Personal Area Networks (WPANs).

2. O. Gorbachov, F. Ashbaugh.
“Link Distance Enhancement and
Battery Current Savings in Wireless
Systems,” High Frequency Electron-
ics, January 2010, p. 42-51.

Author Information
Alex Gorbachov is RFaxis CTO

and Chief Scientist. He has worked
28+ years in the electronics and semi-
conductors industry. He has a PhD in
Electrical Engineering from Kiev
Polytechnic Institute. His current
work includes low-cost, small-sized
and high-performance RF integrated
circuits and modules for wireless com-
munications.

For further information, see the
company Web site: www.rfaxis.com,
or send an e-mail to their general
address: marketing@rfaxis.com


